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PRESIDENTôS LETTER 
 
The entire PACUG board wish all the members a Merry 

Christmas and Happy New Year.  The club Christmas 

dinner was fantastic again, thanks to Sharonôs hard 

work.  There was enough food to feed an Army, I am 

sure no one went home hungry.  The pot luck dinners 

are a time for sitting down and talking with each other 

over a meal.  Sometimes it is so easy to get wrapped up 

in the computers themselves that we forget the social 

side of our club, so thanks to everyone for their support. 

 

I would like to welcome Peggy Pinaire to the board of 

directors as a new member at large.  There will not be 

any elections this year as everyone was happy with the 

board as it stands.  I am sure we will all do everything 

within our power to help make our club a success. 

 

Dave Gerber is going to do a presentation via Skype 

January 22nd on Kodak printers.  Dave works for Kodak 

and I am sure we will receive information that will be 

helpful to us all.  Dave is also the PACUG webmaster.  

For any of you who have wondered about using Skype, 

this will be a fantastic opportunity to learn about that 

program also. 

 

Please note that we will be meeting on January 1st.  It is 

time to get back to work with our beginners class and 

back to computer basics.  There is a full schedule for 

January with a lot of neat classes being offered. 

 

The photo contest isnôt going to be much of a contest 

without entries.  Please, if you would like to have a 

chance to win some neat prizes, help support this contest 

by entering your photos now.  Rules for the contest are 

in the newsletter. 

 

Marie 

PACUG WEB ADDRESS 

www.pacugfl.org 

Merry Christmas  

from the board. 
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PACUG WEB ADDRESS 
www.pacugfl.org 

 

E-MAIL ADDRESS  
pacugfl@yahoo.com 

Information About Club  
Vivian Barnard     (352) 567-3373 

Marie Vesta      (813) 782-2015 

 

For Membership Application  
Judi Betz     (352) 458-9537 

Virginia Stunkard    (352) 567-7241 

                

What will it Cost? 
Regular membership   $25.00 per year 

Associate or Student member  $15.00 per year 

 

Make checks Payable to PACUG. 

 

For more informationðgo to web 

 
CLUB OFFICERS 

 

 

PresidentðMarie Vesta             813-782-2015 

Vice PresidentðShirley Finefrock        813-788-1884 

SecretaryðNancy Smith          813-782-0123 

TreasurerðVirginia Stunkard   352-567-7241 

Membership ChairmanðJudi Betz  352-458-9537 

Board Members -At -Large  

Peggy Pinaire            352-588-3625 

Ruth Anne Ray      352-523-2947 

 

 

SUNSHINE  
CHAIRPERSON 

 

 
 

Ruth Anne Ray  who is the PACUG Sun-

shine Chairperson, needs to hear if anyone 

needs to have a greeting card sent due to 

illness, death, or just needs a hug.  Please e-

mail her at raray@3oaks.com and put the 

word ñsunshineò in the subject line. 

 
CALENDAR FOR  

January 2009  

4 Beginners/Intermediate 

8 GMðGames 

15 Word 

23 Dave GerberðSkype/Kodak 

29 Microsoft Photo Story 

February  

5 Beginners/Intermediate 

12 GMðBurning and Disc Storage 

19 Word 

26 Internet 
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Be sure to save  your empty  

 

ink cartridges  

 

 for our fund -raiser. 

CLUB OFFICERS NEW  

E-MAIL ADDRESSES 

 

PACUG    info@pacugfl.org 

Marie Vesta   president@pacugfl.com 

Shirley Finefrock  vpresident@pacugfl.com 

Nancy Smith   secretary@pacugfl.com 

Virginia Stunkard  treasurer@pacugfl.com 

Judi Betz   membership@pacugfl.com 

Ruth Ray   director1@pacugfl.com 

Dave Gerber   webmaster@pacugfl.org 

SWAP & SHOP 
Anyone who has a computer item to sell may 

contact Marie Vesta or Virginia Stunkard  

 

Compac Presario Computer, 1.8 Ghz AMD 

processor, 256 Mgh Ram, 80 G hard drive, 

with flash card reader.  $200  Call  813-782-

2015  

 

Laptop Bag on wheels, like new.  $20  Call  

813-782-2015. 

SlyleCam DV100 Pocket Digital Video Camera.  New 

in box.     Asking $45.00.  Call 813-782-2015 or see 

Marie at club. 

 

Fujifilm FinePix A500 Digital Camera.  5.1 Megapixels, 

3x Optical and 5.2x Digital.  1Gig photo card included.  

Takes fantastic pictures.  Asking $50.00.  Everything in 

box ready to go.  Call 813-782-2015 or see Marie at 

club. 

WHATôS THE DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN OPTICAL ZOOM AND 
DIGITAL ZOOM?  
 
Itôs important to understand this difference, as 

you could end up mighty disappointed with the 

results if you get one rather than the other.  Op-

tical zoom is similar to what youôll find in a 

regular 35mm camera: When you push the but-

ton to zoom in or out, physical lens elements 

move inside the camera, to achieve the desired 

effect. 

 

Digital zoom, on the other hand, has no moving 

parts. Using the ñelectronic brainò with the 

camera instead, the camera takes a look at what 

itôs ñlooking atò, and digitally zooms in, usu-

ally two or three times closer. 

 

The problem with digital zoom is that you lose 

quality when you do thisïyour images will tend 

to be more ñpixelatedò than the same image 

taken with an optical zoom camera. 

 

This is due to the ñinterpolationò the camera 

uses, which is a nice way of saying that it 

makes a guess about how the picture should 

look while zoomed in. Having optical AND 

digital zoom on a camera isnôt bad, but best to 

avoid cameras with only digital zoom. 
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PACUG HELPLINE  
 

Internet         
Marie Vesta     813-782-2015 

 

Word Perfect or Microsoft Word    
Virginia Stunkard    352-567-7241 

 

Beginners   
Marie Vesta     813-782-2015 

Shirley Finefrock    813-788-1884 

 

Digital Imaging   
Marie Vesta     813-782-2015 

 

Genealogy 

George Varney       gvarney3@tampaby.rr.com 

 

Call Virginia Stunkard or Marie Vesta to add 

your name to the list or make changes. 

 

December  
DOOR PRIZE  

WINNERS 
 

Judy BetzðCamera 

Janet BrandonðT-shirt 

Jean Crayð50/50 

Goose Gosselinð1 year sub Smart Computing 

Perry Hodgesð50/50 

Lloyd IrelandðSlip cover case 

Ed Sunkað1 year sub Smart Computing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The American Legion Post 118 

is truly supporting PACUG.  If 

any of our members play bingo, 

let's give them our support by     

attending their games on  Sun-

day evening.  Doors open at 5 

pm, early birds at 6:30 pm, 

and  regular bingo starts at 7 

pm. 

 
MEMBERSHIPS 

A hearty welcome is extended to the 

following new members: 

 

Perry Hodges 

Ina Nickens 

 

 A hearty welcome to these mem-

bers who recently renewed: 

 

Harry Finefrock 

Shirley Finefrock 

Bob Gaston 

Marianne Lareva 

Bonnie Olendorf 

Clay Parker 

David Parker 

Pat Parker 

CAMERA WINNER!  
 

 Judi Betz was the lucky winner of the 

camera raffle.  Congratulations Judi and happy photo taking. 
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SMART COMPUTING/TODAY  
Magazine Offer  
Sandhills Publishing , publisher of 
Smart   Computing  and PC Today  will 

provide a complimentary 12-issue subscrip-

tion for every five paid subscriptions re-

ceived from PACUG members. Smart 
Computing is definitely recommended 
for beginners and Today is great for the 
small business and the home office. 
Contact Judi Betz for forms.  To qualify, 
renewals and new subscriptions 
must include the club ID#5351  Online 
A T :  h t t p : / /
www.smartcomputing.com ðORð
Call: 1 -800-733-3809  
THANK YOU, SANDHILLS PUBLISHING
(Mon. ï Fri. 7 AM ï 8 PM, Sat 8 AM ï 4 
PM CST) 

 

ñRecall it as often as you 

wish, a happy memory 

never wears out.ò  -Libbie 

Fudim 

 

AT MY AGE  

Iôve 

Seen it All 

Done it All 

Heard it All 

I just canôt remember 

IT ALL  

LAPTOP BATTERIES  
By Virginia Stunkard 

 

I recently had trouble with my laptop. It wouldnôt 

read my A: drive. I took it back to the store where I 

purchased it. They sent it off to be repaired. 

 

When I got it back, they had on the invoice no parts, 

battery, with no explanation.  A few days later I was 

reading a article by James Coates in the Tampa Trib-

une about laptop batteries.  I thought I would share it 

with you. 

 

Q. When Iôm using my laptop, should I be using it on 

the AC power unit, or is this the same as being in 

ñrechargeò mode? 

 

A. Millions of laptop owners who mostly use them at 

home join me, and you fretting over whether they 

should keep using the wall outlets or charge up the 

battery and then run the laptop on it as a general prac-

tice. Experts urge laptop owners to relax and use the 

AC outlets most of the time, but to also unplug the 

computer from the wall socket and run the battery all 

the way down to road-kill dead once every two or 

three weeks. 

 

This is because chemical reactions take place in each 

of a batteryôs cells, and running the thing dry every 

couple of weeks assures that conditions remain the 

same in all cells. 

 

Nickel-cadmium batteries do indeed suffer that mem-

ory problem, but IBMôs lithium ion batteries are    

immune from that particular shortcoming. If one runs 

a NiCad battery down to half-full and then plugs it in 

to recharge, these batteries tend to remember that set-

ting and start going dead at what should be the half-

way mark. The solution is not to do that. 

 

You may check out this Web site for a listing of    

virtually all IBM laptops and the batteries each needs: 

www.atbatt.com/laptop-batteries/b/ IBM.asp.          

Produced by California-based At Battery Co., the site 

covers just about all laptops on the market over the 

past several years, and offers answers to most ques-

tions. 
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